


What do your researchers need in a changing research landscape? 
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To be Expert 

Have comprehensive knowledge that includes diverse voices

To be Effective 

Get results by following a focused path

To be Efficient 

Achieve tasks quickly in order to respond to urgent challenges

To be Exceptional 

Deliver novel and innovative research that makes an impact



7.6% 10.2% 14.5%

https://www.science.org/content/page/journal-metrics.  
https://journalinsights.elsevier.com/journals/0142-9612/acceptance_rate.  
https://www.nature.com/nature/for-authors/editorial-criteria-and-processes

Acceptance Rates of Top Science Journal Publishers

https://www.science.org/content/page/journal-metrics
https://journalinsights.elsevier.com/journals/0142-9612/acceptance_rate


TITLE HERE
Not all graduate dissertations are 
submitted for publication

Majority of articles are rejected 
outright, prior to entering the peer 

review cycle

DISSERTATION OR THESIS

SUBMISSION TO JOURNAL

ACCEPTED TO PEER REVIEW

PEER REVIEW

ACCEPTED

Acceptance rates vary, but top-
tier publishers accept <20% of 
articles that are submitted.

Attrition from Dissertation to Article

INDEXED8% Journal Citation 
Databases



The Diversity-Innovation Paradox

Stanford University study results published in PNAS shows:

Underrepresented groups produce 
higher rates of innovation.

Addressing the Diverse Representation in Science
Studies show that diversity in research has been undervalued – what can be done to make a change?

https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/117/17/9284.full.pdf

Dr. Daniel McFarland, 
Stanford University

https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/117/17/9284.full.pdf


Dissertations and Theses are essential for comprehensive discovery 
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* Field of psychology. Evans et al. (2018) PLoS ONE 13(2): e0192219. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0192219. Range 18%-49% across disciplines.

Peer-reviewed journal articles

Conference proceedings

Books

Early access articles

Unpublished scholarship

Marginalized perspectives

Unpublished data sets

Innovative methodologies

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0192219


A 360° Research Perspective
Together, Web of Science and PQDT Global deliver the full picture of the research landscape

current, emerging peer-

reviewed published works 

within a citation network

DISCOVER

Impact and influence on 

research

EVALUATE

undiscovered niche, 
current, and historical 
research. 75% of which is 
unpublished

UNCOVER

against unpublished data 

sets and methodologies

REVIEW

marginalized voices not 

historically represented in 

published works

ILLUMINATE

to similar and foundational 

research within a citation 

network

CONNECT

Sources of funding and 

journals for submission

IDENTIFY



DISCOVER
unique scholarship



DISCOVER unique scholarship
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What can users achieve with the content in PQDT Global?

Provides access to global and 
diverse perspectives, helping to 

close diversity gaps in 
mainstream publishing channels

Removes friction and obstacles 
from the research process by 

making varied topics in full text 
available in one place

Retrieves equitable search 
results, which places equal value 
on quality scholarship no matter 

where it is from

1 2 3



Connecting Global Scholarship
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In order to support comprehensive 
scholarship sources must offer:

• Full text
• Equitable Discoverability
• Global
• Multi-disciplinary
• Multi-lingual
• Multi-cultural

4M
Subscribing users 

60+ languages
Represented in dissertations 
and theses records

60+
Countries represented in 
content

4.1K
Universities’ content 
represented

60+
Countries represented in 
content

435
ProQuest-curated 
Subject Categories 



Global Content Growth

11

~60%

Of full-text titles 
added were from 

outside N. America!

In 2021

Growth in full-text 
titles from outside 

the U.S.

543%

Since 2012

250K

Total new full text 
titles were added

In 2021

56

New international
institutions became 

content partners

In the past 
2 years



Example ETDs submitted to PQDT in 2020-22
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https://www.proquest.com/pqdtglobal/docview/2706232012/24E441119E7C4641PQ/2?accountid=131239
https://www.proquest.com/pqdtglobal/pagepdf/2524892607/Record/51B4FF9B09C143B4PQ/7?accountid=131239
https://www.proquest.com/pqdtglobal/docview/2456872683/1E40B6E728A8448EPQ/5?accountid=131239
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Representing Marginalized Perspectives and Filling Diversity Gaps

Bring more diversity into research

Professors, Dr. Jon Grahe, Department Chair and Professor 
of Psychology at Pacific L utheran University, Dr. Rihana S. 
Mason, an experimental psychologist and research scientist 
at Georgia State University and co-chair of the Inez Beverly 
Prosser Scholarship, and Dr. Michelle Ceynar, Dean of Social 
Sciences and Professor of Psychology at Pacific Un i v ersity, 
all noticed a gap in women of color in their psy chology 
courses. Inspired by the APA’s I Am Psyched! Exhibit at PLU 
in 2018, they decided to build a course around this. The 
students were so excited about learning about women of 
color in the early history of psychology that Dr. Jon. Grahe 
tried to start incorporating it into other aspects of his classes 
but quickly found there weren’t resources out there to support 
these women. 

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137  or sales@proquest.com.

proquest.com

Improving Diversity in Curriculum by  
Uncovering Unheard Voices 
Faculty leaders and researchers use dissertations to fill  the di v ersity gaps  
in current undergraduate psychology textbook curriculum 

“As a black woman being 
able to see myself in these 
dissertations and connections 
is wonderful.”  
–  Dr. Rihana S. Mason, Research Scientist,  

Georgia State University

PROQUEST DISSERTATIONS & THESES SUCCESS STORY

Michelle Ceynar

Dean of Social Sciences, Professor, Psychology

Pacific

 

L utheran University

Jon Grahe 

Department Chair, Professor of Psychology

Pacific

 

L utheran University

Rihana S. Mason  

Experimental Psychologist, Research Scientist 

Georgia State University

Dr. Inez Beverly Prosser, First African-American female  
to receive a doctorate in Psychology, University of Cincinnati, 1933

Ruth Howard Tsuruko Haraguchi Lillian Comas-Diaz

Tomi Kora
Alberta Banner 

TurnerCarolyn Attneave

Women of Color missing from Textbooks Topics lacking a Platform

Case Study Dr. Lady J DissertationCase Study

https://about.proquest.com/globalassets/proquest/files/pdf-files/successstory-drladyj.pdf
https://www.proquest.com/dissertations-theses/love-ball-rupaul-mainstreaming-drag-1990s/docview/2439992654/se-2?accountid=131239
https://pq-static-content.proquest.com/collateral/media2/documents/successstory-pqdt-beverly.pdf


Leveraging Unique and Unpublished Findings
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Providing Faculty with the unique opportunity to conduct research that can only be done with dissertations.

In the words of poet George Santayana, “Those who cannot remember the past are 

condemned to repeat it.”

It’s a similar spirit that motivates Bruce A. Weinberg, Ph.D in his research at The 

Ohio State University. A professor of economics and public affairs, his work spans 

three areas—the economics of innovation and creativity; family and neighborhood 

determinants of youth outcomes and behavior; and technological change, industrial 

shifts, and the wage structure. 

All of these areas require a firm  vi ew of  the past ,  in or der to develop guidance on 

how it can impact the present and future. A number of his recent projects drew on invaluable data from the ProQuest 

Dissertations & Theses Global database. Alongside r esearchers at several universities across the country, the UMETRICS 

project examined the employment and earning outcomes of Ph.Ds.

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137  or sales@proquest.com.

proquest.com

Trends in the Evolution of Research  
and Doctoral Education  

How text and data mining of ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global allows 
researchers to understand doctoral career trajectory patterns. 

“We are excited about the potential 
for greater international coverage 
within ProQuest Dissertations 
& Theses Global. Innovation is 
increasingly a global enterprise and 
the ability to identify and follow 
researchers from many countries is 
tremendously valuable.”    

–  Bruce A. Weinberg, Ph.D. 

PROQUEST DISSERTATIONS & THESES SUCCESS STORY

Bruce A. Weinberg, Ph.D.

The Ohio State University

Professor of Economics and  
Public Affairs

Research Topic: Trends in the 
Evolution of Research and Doctoral 
Education

Building Research on 
Comprehensive Data Sets

Using a Global Collection for Text 
and Data Mining

Video Case StudyCase Study

https://youtu.be/hJgUPiI1DmI
https://about.proquest.com/globalassets/proquest/files/pdf-files/brochures/pqdt/12317_success_story_weinberg_web.pdf
https://about.proquest.com/globalassets/proquest/files/pdf-files/usecase_whitepaper_piggot.pdf


How do graduate students use PQDT Global?
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Researcher Examples

To find a research niche or topic to 
write about.

To keep up with cutting-edge 
developments in the area of libraries 
and STEM.

[To build] a broad and detailed 
collection of sources

Luise Shikongo

Masters of English and Applied Linguistics 
Namibia University of Science and Technology

Ida Joiner

Doctoral in Education 
Texas Wesleyan University

Cherry Jean Dela Cruz Recio

Doctoral of Philosophy (PhD) 
United Arab Emirates University

UNCOVER

the value of 
dissertations



EVALUATE
other related and relevant sources



“…a citation index…tends to bring 
together material that would never be 
collated by the usual subject indexing. It is 
best described as an association-of-ideas 
index…”

Dr. Eugene Garfield, Science, 1955

© Clarivate 202117

Dr. Eugene Garfield



Dissertation citations are a unique resource for uncovering hidden 
connections
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PQDT Citation Connections
Papers that cite some of the same research 

1.1M Full Text 
Seed Documents

Link to your 
library holdings

2010

Similar 
Dissertations



Dynamic algorithms surface 
relevant, credible sources

Citation 
Connections

Cited by

Foundational 
Research

Similar 
Dissertations

19



Cited by

Linked 
References

Citation linking extends the 
path for source collection

Citation 
Connections

Linked 
References

20



Find the most relevant, credible sources in seconds
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Easily locate credible research on 
unique and specific topics

Remove learning barriers

Build information literacy skills

Provide immediate access to any 
foundational sources of any type 

Cited by Cited by Cited by Cited by Cited by

Journal Articles Newspapers Books Dissertations Video



WoS + PQDT Global Shared Values
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Editorial integrity

• Carefully curated process for WoS is 
publisher-neutral

• Only accredited universities qualify 
as PQDT content partners 

• In-house curation ensures 
appropriate classifications and 
quality metadata

Promote and Amplify

• Showcase the full picture of 
your scholarly contributions 
in a multidimensional WoS
public profile

• Publish your dissertation with 
ProQuest amplifying its reach 
to over 4 million users around 
the world.

• Enhanced metadata and 
indexing supports equitable 
discoverability of every ETD

Focus Research

• Confidently and quickly select 
relevant and influential sources 
based on citation data

• Evaluate the full spectrum of 
relevant research on your topic 
to ensure your project is novel

• Analyze and make decisions 
based on data



PRODUCT FEATURES Web of Science PQDT Global

Relevant, high quality, multi-
disciplinary scholarship

Unpublished outcomes, datasets, 
methods.

Peer-reviewed early access 
articles

Nascent research and 
unpublished perspectives

Top-tier peer-reviewed scholarly 
publications 

WoS + PQDT 
Global

Better Together



The Vision: Harnessing the Power of Data-
driven Research Insights
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+



Thank You


